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Graduate education plays a crucial role in cultivating innovative talents for our 
country. How to improve the quality and teaching methods of graduate education? 
Maybe Student-led salon can do something. Salon is a tool of cultural transmission, 
while academic salon is a variation of salon produced to meet the demand of teaching 
and research in higher education institutes. Student- led salon is a novel and effective 
teaching activity generated to stimulate the development of graduate education. This 
paper, by applying a case study, aims to explore the current salons in higher education 
institutes.  
Chapter One is the introductory part of this thesis. It introduces the research 
background and current status of salon, the significance and research methodology of 
the current study. The Student- led salon investigated in the thesis is organized by 
Wang Hongcai on every Friday night in the Institute of Education of Xiamen 
University. Based on a three-year field investigation and grounded theory, all data are 
collected and analyzed. To ensure the credibility of data, the writer has participated in 
the salon and did some interviews. 
The second chapter is the theoretical analysis. This chapter applies the hidden 
curriculum theory, learning organization theory, students' self-management theory and 
academic culture theory to analyze the theoretical support of the Student-led salon. 
Chapter Three gives a literature review of salon. By introducing the history of 
salon, this chapter strives to impress readers with the achievements of salon, which 
can on the other hand provide theoretical data for the future development of salon.  
The fourth chapter focuses on the analysis of results. It is found that describing 
the impact of salon on its participants can facilitate the interaction among participants 
and enhance the role of salon in improving graduate education.  
Chapter Five gives a summary and reflection of the thesis. Based on the 
summary, it is found that openness and transcendence are salon’s essential 
characteristics and vitality sources. In the salon, students play a leading role. Wang’s 
unswerving guidance is the driving force. Salon’s great achievement in cultivating the 
creativity of graduate students has fully met the rising demand for innovative talents, 
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